Confirmation Expectations
2011-2012

Verification of Baptism

Verification of Baptism is needed before you can be confirmed.  If the candidate was baptized or received First Eucharist at Sacred Heart we have this verification already. 

If not, you will need to contact the Parish where the candidate was baptized and request a copy of the baptismal certificate.  This is due by Dec 1, 2011

Mass Attendance

Participation in weekly and Holy Day Masses is expected

Journey in Faith

Candidates and a parent, guardian, or mentor attend monthly sessions of Journey in Faith or actively participate in another ongoing faith formation process.
Initial Dialog 

· Small group discussion (Parent/Guardian and Candidate) - 3 to 5 families at a time
· Schedule with the confirmation coordinator

· Topics:  Why do you want to be confirmed?  Meaning of Discipleship. How have you been you been engaged in faith forming activities?
Reflection Notes

· 10 are required - you can pick the dates.
· Boxes for pick up and drop off of the notes have been placed outside the Meeting Room (by the restrooms) on the west side of church.

· Guidelines – 

· Can be on any of the readings at Mass or the homily

· Name, Date, What reading / What church if a homily, Short summary and what it means to you.

Service Experiences
· 5 Service experiences

· At least one experience should involve a group or a ministry in the parish. 

· A short report of each experience including the following:
· Confirmation Student’s Name

· Task or job completed

· What you learned or gained from this experience

· Number of hours

· Signature of person for whom the service was performed or someone who knows that the service was done.

Learning Centers

A hand’s on learning experience covering the Rite of Confirmation and essential elements of our faith

Sponsor

A sponsor needs to be at least 16 years old, a confirmed and practicing Catholic, who is not a parent of the Confirmation student. Sponsors are like spiritual coaches or mentors. A Confirmation sponsor shares in your faith journey and presents you to the bishop or priest during the celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation. They should be someone who is a good example in living their faith. This can be: older brother or sister, favorite aunt or uncle, godparent, good friend, grandparent, neighbor, etc. 

· Turn in the name, address and phone number of sponsor  - due at Initial Dialog
· Complete a sponsor packet  (Sponsor and Candidate)
· the booklet along with instructions are mailed to the sponsor
· return the response summary sheet for each topic to the coordinator
Confirmation Name

Choosing a Confirmation Name is a tradition that can symbolize a new or deeper stage in your faith life.  You are not required to choose a name different from your baptismal name. If you choose a name other than your baptismal name, choose a saint or another Christian you admire and look to for inspiration.  Write a short paragraph on why you chose the name.  
Due – Dec 1, 2011
Rites of Calling and Recognition
Rite of Calling – Weekend Masses – Dec 3rd & 4th 
Rite of Recognition – Weekend Masses – May 5th & 6th
Retreat

· 1 day retreat - held at the church 

· Jan 29, 2012  – 10 AM (begins with Mass) to 5 PM.

Reflective Conversation
· Small group discussion 

· Sign up at a later date to attend either Sunday, April 22 or Wednesday, April 25

· Talk about the process you have gone through, what you feel you will take with you on your journey, what is next for you on that journey  

Any questions or concerns can be directed to Gerry Kittok 

gkittok@sacredheartsaukrapids.org
gkittok@charter.net
H - (320) 253-8566

C - (320) 420-9050
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